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shift suggests that the surface field is influencing the behavior 
of the volume field. The weaker reflection off the back surface 
of the dielectric, compared with when the copper foil is 
present may be expected to produce a lower Q volume mode, 
insufficient to provide the strong synchronization necessary 
for coherent scattering and clear eigenmode formation as 
observed in fig.3. 
 
 
Fig.3 Coherent eigenmode formation due to coupling of surface and volume 
fields in a PSL with lattice period 1.94mm, dielectric thickness 0.8mm, and a 
35ߤ݉ copper foil backing. 
 
Fig.4 Reflected signal from PSL structures with 0.8mm dielectric substrate 
with no copper foil backing, irradiated at an incident angle of 30	?.  The red 
and blue plots correspond to lattice periods of 1.74mm and 1.94mm 
respectively. 3 resonances can be identified in each case. 
 
For the set of 1.6mm samples the resonances are less well-
defined and not as constrained, possibly due to absorptive 
losses within the dielectric and also the capability of the 
thicker dielectric waveguide to become over-moded. The plot 
provided in fig.5 demonstrates less coherent eigenmode 
formation for a 1.6mm thick sample with lattice period 
1.94mm and copper backing.  Around 150 GHz a resonance 
(~-10dB) is observed, similar to that shown in fig.3.  In this 
case other effects are also present and the volume and surface 
modes are not tied down to one particular frequency.  
For all the structures, the exact position of the resonances is 
dependent on the angle of irradiation. Fig. 5 shows the 
variation of frequency with angle.  For the 150 GHz resonance 
the frequency shifts up with increasing angle.  However, for 
the resonance observed around 210 GHz, the opposite is true. 
Extending the work in this paper will involve studying PSLs 
at higher frequencies.  New samples are being designed to 
operate within the 325-500 GHz band. Numerical modelling is 
being carried out to further understand the coupling of volume 
 
Fig.5 Reflected signal from 1.6mm structure with lattice period 1.94mm and 
copper foil for various angles of irradiation.  The green, purple, orange and 
red plots correspond to incident angles of 40	?, 35	?, 30	? and 25	? respectively. 
 
and surface modes at the lattice interface and the effect of 
varying dielectric and lattice parameters.  Using CST 
Microwave Studio, a single unit cell is irradiated by plane 
waves over a range of angles and the scattering parameters are 
measured by a “Floquet” port.  An alternative approach 
involves modelling a small section of the structure to provide 
a more realistic representation of the experiment by taking into 
account phenomena such as edge effects. All the PSLs 
considered are scalable and these concepts are applicable to a 
broad range of frequencies including THz and infrared.  
III. SUMMARY 
The coupling between volume and surface modes and 
coherent eigenmode formation in PSL structures has been 
successfully demonstrated.  It has been shown that the 
parameters of these structures must be carefully chosen to 
facilitate the resonant coupling of modes.  When the necessary 
conditions are met, these structures can provide an interaction 
region for novel, coherent sources of radiation.   
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